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to the health of Americans. Today we are
unveiling a proposal that sends a signal that
we have zero tolerance for prescription drug
Internet sites that ignore Federal and State
laws and harm patient safety and health. Dis-
pensing medications through the Internet
without prescriptions or licenses must stop.

Statement on Fiscal Year 2001
Housing Vouchers

December 29, 1999

I am pleased to announce that my budget
for FY 2001 will include $690 million for
120,000 new housing vouchers to help Amer-
ica’s hard-pressed working families. These
housing vouchers subsidize the rents of low
income Americans, helping them to move
closer to job opportunities. Housing vouchers
are a critical part of my administration’s ef-
forts to reform welfare, reward work, support
working families, and provide affordable
housing for low income families.

In today’s booming economy, about two-
thirds of new jobs are being created in the
suburbs—far from where many low income
families live. These new housing vouchers
will enable families to move closer to a new
job, reduce a long commute, or secure more
stable housing that will help them get or keep
a job. We should use 32,000 of the 120,000
new housing vouchers to help families mov-
ing from welfare to work and to use 18,000
vouchers to help homeless individuals and
families secure permanent housing.

Last year we worked with Congress to se-
cure 50,000 housing vouchers, the first in 4
years. This November we fought hard to pro-
vide 60,000 additional vouchers for hard-
pressed working families in the final FY 2000
budget agreement—after having been elimi-
nated by both the House and Senate bills.
As we work on the next budget, I urge Con-
gress to join me in a bipartisan effort to fund
new housing vouchers that will make housing
more affordable for more working
Americans.

Letter to the Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations
Reporting on a Declaration of the
Venezuela-United States Tax
Convention
December 29, 1999

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government of
the Republic of Venezuela for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on In-
come and Capital, together with a Protocol,
adopted by the Senate of the United States
on November 5, 1999, I hereby certify that:

In connection with Declaration (1), New
Venezuelan Tax Law:

(i) the new Venezuelan tax law has been
enacted in accordance with Ven-
ezuelan law;

(ii) the Department of Treasury, in con-
sultation with the Department of
State, has thoroughly examined the
new Venezuelan tax law; and

(iii) the new Venezuelan tax law is fully
consistent with and appropriate to the
obligations under the Convention.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: The letter was sent to Jesse Helms, chair-
man, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on December 30.

Message on the Observance
of a New Millennium
December 30, 1999

Warm greetings to all Americans as we
welcome a new century and a new millen-
nium. This rare moment in our history is a
time for hope and reflection, a time to recog-
nize both the challenges and the opportuni-
ties that will face us in the coming years.

We have much to celebrate on this won-
derful occasion and many reasons to be
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proud. Today we are enjoying the longest
sustained period of economic growth in our
nation’s history, offering greater opportuni-
ties for every American. We can be rightfully
proud, too, that the history of our democracy,
with its widening circle of human freedom,
still inspires the world and that America con-
tinues to serve as a leader in promoting peace
and human rights across the globe.

Even as we celebrate our successes, how-
ever, we must also acknowledge that we face
many challenges in the century ahead. While
we are making great strides toward achieving
full equality and justice for all Americans, we
must ensure that in the coming century all
our people live in One America—an America
where we are not separated from one another
by prejudice, by economic injustice, or by
a digital divide.

We must have the vision to use new tech-
nology to improve our schools and stir the
creativity of our young people; and we must
ensure that every school and every child has
access to the treasury of electronic resources
that lies just beyond our keyboards and com-
puter screens. We must continue our efforts
to find cures for the diseases that still afflict
us and that ravage many parts of the devel-
oping world. And we must put new resources
at the disposal of our artists, scholars, and
scientists to help them make new discoveries,
preserve our historic legacy, and light tomor-
row with the fire of their imaginations.

The theme for our national millennial cele-
bration is ‘‘Honor the Past—Imagine the Fu-
ture.’’ By resolving at this moment to make
a lasting difference in the lives of others, both
in our communities and around the world,
we will keep faith with our great past and
ensure that America’s future will reflect our
fundamental ideals of freedom and oppor-
tunity for all.

Best wishes for an unforgettable celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 27
The White House announced that the

President will visit Davos, Switzerland, on
January 29, 2000, to attend the World Eco-
nomic Forum.

December 28
The President announced his intention to

recess appoint Frank S. Holleman III as
Deputy Secretary of the Department of
Education.

December 31
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended the opening ceremony of
the ‘‘America’s Millennium’’ celebration on
12th St. and Constitution Ave.

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended the ‘‘Millennium Around
the World’’ celebration at the International
Trade Center.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended the ‘‘America’s Millen-
nium’’ celebration at the Lincoln Memorial.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.
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